Two commercially available agar media, Albicans ID and Fluoroplate, that use a chromogenic or a fluorogenic substrate for the detection and identification of Candida albicans were evaluated. From 1,006 clinical samples containing 723 yeast strains, 352 C. albicans strains were detected with either of the two media.
buffer, 0.5 g; gentamicin sulfate, 0.1 g; chloramphenicol, 0.05 g; agar, 14 g; completed to 1 liter with distilled water [pH 6.6]) which allows, after hydrolysis by the corresponding enzyme, the specific identification of C. albicans colonies on the basis of their blue color and smooth appearance.
Fluoroplate is also a commercially available medium (7) [peptone, 10 g; D-(+)-glucose, 20 g; yeast extract, 2 g; malt extract, 1 g; agar, 17 g; gentamicin, 0.1 g; chloramphenicol, 0.05 g; 4 methylumbellifeyl-N-acetyl-,-D-galactosaminide, 0.05 g; completed to 1 liter with distilled water (pH 6.8)] which allows, after hydrolysis by the corresponding enzyme, the specific identification of C. albicans colonies on the basis of their fluorescence when excited by 365-nm UV light and their smooth appearance. All other yeasts should appear as white colonies on both Albicans ID and Fluoroplate media.
For the two agars all of the morphologically different colonies were picked and immediately identified by conventional methods (5, 6) : germ tube induction in foal serum (Diagnostics Pasteur) at 37°C for 2 to 4 h, chlamydospore formation on rice-agar-Tween medium (bioMerieux), and if necessary, assimilation pattern with the Auxacolor yeast identification panel (Diagnostics Pasteur) tested previously (12) . In the case of poor colony isolation, replating of the corresponding colonies was done on the same medium. A few discordances in the detection of C. albicans between Albicans ID and Fluoroplate agar plates were noted in both monomicrobial and plurimicrobial samples (Table 3 ). In the 24 cases of monomicrobial samples, the discordances always corresponded to samples containing one to three colonies of C. albicans and might be a consequence of the random seeding. Seven C. albicans isolates found in association with Candida (Torulopsis) glabrata on Albicans ID agar plates were missed on Fluoroplate agar plates (13% of the total number of this combination). The 44 discordant samples corresponded to 24 stools, 3 urine, 3 vagina, 4 throat, 2 sputum, and 8 miscellaneous samples which were equally distributed between the two media.
After 48 h of incubation, all strains of Geotrichum candidum showed a diffuse and weak fluorescence on Fluoroplate agar plates and gave pale blue colonies on Albicans ID agar plates. However, colonies of G. candidum appeared as typical downy and large colonies and were easily distinguishable from those of C. albicans.
Our results obtained with clinical samples are in concordance with previous data conducted with reference strains or clinical isolates, showing the superior performance of methods that use hexosaminidase substrates for the detection and rapid identification of C. albicans (7, 9, 14) . The technical time is decreased because of the direct identification of C. albicans by reading the results for colonies on the primary culture. This property is especially useful when C. albicans is associated with other yeasts in clinical samples. In addition, the nature of the clinical samples is of no relevance for the detection and rapid identification of C. albicans on these two media. Moreover, Albicans ID and Fluoroplate agar plates allow for the reliable detection and identification of 5% germ tube-negative strains of C. albicans that we found in the study and that are described in the literature (11) . The Albicans ID chromogenic medium and the Fluoroplate fluorogenic medium permit good detection and rapid macroscopic identification of C. albicans. The present study also indicates that Albicans ID agar plates, which are equivalent to Fluoroplate agar plates in sensitivity and specificity, presented several advantages in terms of the ease, rapidity, and reliability that C. albicans colonies could be read. Although further studies should be conducted to evaluate the growth of other yeasts on these media, they may be useful in clinical laboratories for the detection and rapid identification of C. albicans.
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